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RECEIVED

OCT 15 1997
FEDERAL COMIIJNICATIONS COMMISSION

OFFICE Of TIE SECRETARY

jOffice of the Secretary
~Fedm.l Communications Commission
11919 M Street, N.W.
I

\Waahington. D.C. 20SS4
I
I

\Dear Secretary:
I
I

j
I II is widl peat pleasure that 1ask for your consideration of Public Utility
t:ommisaioDCr Nora Mead Brownell. as the regulator member, to the FCC's Rural Task Force
fRTF).
\
, With ill large rural population and diverse geography. Pennsylvania can playa vital
tole in identifyitlJ those issues unique to IUral carriers and recommend Viable solutions.
,,

l Commissioner Brownell's background in community and economic development bas
played a larie role in devclopin& DCW and creative putnerships at the Commission aDd state
J;evels. Her expertise in utility regulation and her commiuneD1 to roral Pennsylvania make her
an ideal candidate to be among the discussions that will shape the future of rural America.
,

\ I have complete confidence in the abilities of Commissioner Brownell and trust she will
ippreJeIlt the respective CODSlituencies to £he best of her abilities.

'i

Sincerely,
•
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TOMRIOOE
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Commissioner Brownell was appointed by GoveIUOr Tom
Ridge in April 1997 for a five year tenn ending March 31 ~

2002.

Prior to her appointment, Commissioner Brownell acted
as the Executive Direetor of the Rejional Performing Arts
Center in Philadelphia, a $200 million arts and economic
development initiative.

Commissioner Brownell previously served as the Senior
Vice President responsible for Meridia11 Bankeorp, Inc.~s

Corporate Affairs Unit, overseeing corporate
communications, public relations, and operations and
policy direction for corporate community relations and
Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) activities. Prior to
joining Meridian in 1987, Commissioner Brownell was
Deputy Executive Assistant to former Pennsylvania
Governor Richard Thornburgh.

Conunissioner Brownell serves on the Boards of
Pennsylvania Humanities Council, Philadelphia Free
Library, Please Touch Museum, Regional Perfonnins Arts
Center and Times Publishing Company.

Commissioner Brownell is a native of Eric, Pennsylvania,
and attended Syracuse University.

Commissioner: April I, 1997 - March 31, 2002
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I Ms. AItrid Carlson
1 Federal Communications Commission
I 2100 M Street, N.W., 8th Roor
j Washinaton, D.C. 20554
;
!
!

Dear M,. Carlson:

OCtober 15. 1997

It is with peat pleasure that I ask for your CODiideration otPubllc Utility
Commissioner Nora Mead Brownell, as the reaulator member, to the FCC's Rural Tut Force
(RTF).

With its large rural population and diverse geography I Pennsylvania can play a vital
role in identifying those issues unique to Ntal carriers and recommend viable solutions.

Commissioner Brownell's background in community and economic development has
played a large role in developing new and creative partnerships at the Commission and state
levels. Her expenise in utility regulation and her comminnent to rural Pennsylvania. make her
an ideal candidate to be among the discussions that will shape the future of rural America.

I have complete confidence in the abilities of Commissioner Brownell and trust she will
represent the respective constimencies to the best of her abilities.

Sincerely,
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CollllDiisioner Brownell was appointed by Governor Tom
Ridge in Apnl 1997 for a five year tenn endina Mardt 31,
2002.

Prior to her appointment, Commissioner Brownell acted
as the Executive Director of the Regional Performing Arts
Center in Philadelphia, a 5200 million arts and economic
development initiative.

Commissioner Brownell previously served as the Senior
Vice President responsible for Meridian Bankcorp, Inc.'s
Corporate Affairs Unit, overseeinJ corporate
communications, public relations, and operations and
policy direction for corporate community relations and
Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) activities. Prior to
joining Meridian in 1987, Commissioner Brownell was
Deputy Executive Assistant to fanner Pennsylvania
Govemor Richard Thornburgh.

Commissioner Brownell serves on the Boards of
Pennsylvania Humanities COWlcil, Philadelphia Free
Library, Please Touch Museum, Regional Performing Arts
Center and Times Publishing Company.

Commissioner Brownell is a native of Erie, Pennsylvania,
and attended Syracuse University.

Commissioner: A.pri11, 1997 -March 31, 2002
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I1 Dear Ms. Carbon:
I

OIl bebal!of the~ Public Utility Commission, I am pJC8ICd to provide aDoW. to
be coDSiclerecl for lhe federal CommunicatiOtlt CommissioIl (FCC) Fed«al-5tatc loU\t Board on UDiwaal
St:rvice Rural Task Force. Due to the 1mpGt this Talk Poree's woltc will have aD PeDDsylVlDia's rutal

, telepboftec~ health <:art proYiclen, aDd sctlools and libraries, I~y JClqUIlSt}'OW
c:oosi4eIation ofMr. W. Ganh Sprecher for the CatelOtY 1 position which iDdudcs iDcumbeat local
eEban&e carriers ser\'inS rural areas.

i
I
1
I

I
I

l
~; Scrvic;e US(
I

AI, Vice Preaidcm and Secrelaty of [)elMr and Ephrata Te1ephollC; aD4 Teltpapb Company
(DcD.ver and .Epiuaca). Mr. Sprecher bas berm aby ClODttlOUIOt to die ptOVision of te\ephane ICYk:e in
ruzal Peunsy1va.llia. Mr. SpredMr bu betA employccl by Oerwcr and Bphrara Telcphoa.c aad Teltpaph
Company Since 1984. Mr. Spteehcr W3I uam.dC~ Manager in 19881Dd YiaS 1IIec:ted a
c:orpozaIe officer in 1990. PJescm1y, Mr. SpRChet serves on Denver~Ephrata1s Board ofDireclots and
BXCClltivc Committee. Yon may be aware that Oeuver and Ephrara TelcpboM and. TelesraPh Campafty
praentty serves over ~O.OOO Tllidential and business acealliDIII in hDnsylvuia's nn1 cou.ntias of
Berks, Lant:aster and Lebanon. You also may know that De.twcr and Ephrata is one aftbe moll
iD.novativc and teclmologiQllly advaIlc.c:d rural tellpbDne companjes ift the Commonweahh. In reccat
years, Denver and Ephrata has implemcafCd aD~ iMe11igeat DetWork (AlN) with sipa1ing

: system-7 capability and. also has CODStrueted a ftber optic rio& to c.aDDClCl its cenual offices.

! I firmly believe that Mr. Sprecher will prO"iide valuable asaU1IDCe in the Task Force's aDIJysis of
!i issues unique to rural carrim i~lt1dingappropriale proxy eost models. I have complete~ in the
.abilities ofMr. Sprecher to rcprtlRll the iDtereSrs otnwJ Pamsylvania on this aidc:a1 Task Force. I
:believe that it is imper.ti....-e lbat PCl\NYlvania '" rt:pIesemed on thiI Task Fon;e hecanse the
;" COIIUDOftwealth bas the largest number of1'\lral residents (3.7 million) in tbe aatioD.

SiDQCt¢1y,

~~ !IttAAt 4J/'
NORA MEAD BROWNELL
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_Il~ 21, 1"1. a••l•• at 2021 1Iynfi.lc1 D'~ :.ecaater.. 1& 1.,f01.
U ..,ill I). Sp&'.e.tae&'. oac ~'C.., IU.. Ia. Sp -r (ate 1').

r+elftlMftt £Il the tollovitll ~ivtc:: Ot••atl&t1oaw:

~utez ~eJ: of c.aex~ aMI IDdUsui, D1ftCtoz
I ".'

£phreta k •• ChuDU ot C..ere., J)J.Z'.cte~
i ~~

~st.Z'·%.QanoA kY 'eout""tOUlSdl, vice 1'~.i."t. ~ia1.t%'.t1oft, 1fGbeZ' of
~CN.U~ c:~~~., pa.~ Chall'1lU • D.~ pl.-let

I '
~ata ~a c: lWl1i:.1' fhA.t., 1)1~.~~ aH A.ld.taat e.oZ'dJ...'to~ o~ ft._ Ana
IZ:ODeUOU

1
~u C--=1~y Hoa..i-tal Anaual e..,a.t..a c-utt..,~

~u.a'. JU,Eae:l. Ifet.,.Jc orelethoD CoZ'P.U."~/.OU" of ~etou, paR ~J:1I&Il
I'Pbf.ta. too1SOld.e r>eYelo••nt. loud, pa~' i".i__

L&ft9utez c:haa.bU ot C'...,;o. aNI XDfta\%y, Icl=at1ol'l Coaat,~••, .-n Cbaiaall
1

Kaa+e1a ChaIIDu ., ec..,Ece, paat Di"et.o~

I

rzo~•••iOftBl ~.2.h1DI~
i

~C.1l locJ..ty of Co~nt•••cretu1••, CNZnIlUY.••ro1LQ em _H1Itl..,. CGllJl1tc.ee
a. "01 h.ai.cieat au secft1:ivy Of ~. lCl.·A~..~18 ehaphZ'

I .
~.n1IIj'Y3.'9Ui. ~.lephoa.. assocl.tion. M8cDu .. Len.la~lw Af~aU. COU1t.t••

!he: 'UUY1YaJU.a hc1.ty
I
1 .

'oc1;l ~.~ahip.:
1. .

t.aA~.~.7: ~tlY c:1_
I

ltD4.it.OD cl\a1l o~ t.anCia.ter
I
I

1Id.~y CoUftUy ct.

!.ong ~ow cl.., South Cuolift&
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Seacauy
F....Communications CommiSSion
1919 MStreet, N.W.
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NORA Mlo ."OWNELI.
C:OMMI·flON~R

I
I
1
1:
I
J

1

\
I
I

October 15, 1997

TELEPHONE:71'177a~.1

FAX, "''''''''·M''
E MAIL~ ."OWN~LL @ .U~.S'rATE.....",S

Ie: . CC DodL1:t 96-JS
FCC 911-1

On bI1Ia1f of the Pennsylvania Public UUllly CommIaIioD, I am. pleased to prU¥idc & nomtDM to
be consicllred for tbe FIdcral CommUDiCllioN CommiIIion (fCC) FIdtta1-State Joint IoIrd 01\ UDiYersal
Stnice Rural Talk Foree. Due to the impact this Task .FOICI', work will Uve on PamsylVlJlia'l1UI1l
telephont customers, health care providers, and scbooJs and libraries, Ilaspectfully request your
consideration afMr. W. Ganb Sprecher for the Cataaorr 1 position which includea iu.cumbfmt local
cxchaage c:anicn serving tUI'Il areas.

A$ Vic;:c PR:sident UId Secretary of the Deaver and Ephrata Telephone and Tele,CJlpb Company
(Deawr and l!phra&a), Mr. Sprecher has been a key contribUlOl' Ie the pzovision at_hone sc:Mcc itt
nual PenuylVlnii. Mr. Sprecher bas be&m employed by Denver add Ephrata Iiawe 1984. Mr. Spnd1er
was Damec! Commacial Maaqer in 1mand was elected a ;orporate offtcer in 1990. Ptwmly, Mr.
Sprecher serves on Dtm'er and Ephrata'i Board orDiragtors aad EXIlClltiw ColDlllitt8e. You may be
aware that Denver aDd Ephrata TelcphoM and Telepaph C4mpmy presently servos over ~O,OOO
residential and busiaeu ac:c:ess liDes in Pamsylvania'l rural counties ofBerks.~ IDd Lebanon.
You a1ao may know that Denver and Bphrata is one oftbc 1'POSt innoYalive and trQDOIoJicaUy adVlDCld
rural tdepboac~ in \he Commonwealth. In recent years, Denver IDd Ephrata has 1mp1cmcnted
aD advanced intlllipnt Dr!WOrlc (AIN) with sipaling S)-stem .7 (SS7)Capability and also has amstJucud
a nbcr optic ring to connect its central offices. .

I firmly believe tlW Mr. Sprecher wiD pnJ\'ide valuable assiSW'CC in the Task FOIQe's ualysis of
issues unique to rural carriers including appropriate proxy cost mcde1.s. I have compla~ in the
abilities ofMr. SP!eC:~ to represent the 1ntlRsts ofNrll PCG1'l&Ylvania on this CIUcial Task Force, 1
bc1icve that it is imperative that Pennsylvama~ represented on this Task Porce ~u.se the
ColDlnO.llWCa1th has the larpst number of rural residents (3.7 aWlion) in r.be D81ion.

Sina:rely.

11~ 111~ fwI/
NORA MEAD BROWNELL

CC: Sendee List
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a.n~ 21, 1JS1. aedde. at 2027 tlynfielcl D:.s.ve, fAnCaltcr.. fA 17'01. H8Zdri
too lDbift J). Spz-eU.zo. OU cieu.athOCez, 'UaJl Ia. Sprecher (age 11>.

\ '

I~lVWMnt 1~ the tollowitl. eiY1.c: ot,aZL1ut1.ons;

~•• tez CbaJD1)er of CQmIaex~e and IDdUStrY, Director
I ",'

Ephrata ~.a ChamQu of COIIIlleree, l)iZ'.c~o~
i ~:

~"S~ez··L.banoA Boy SdOu~to~c;11, viee P~1IF.1dent. ,.claiD.lstr.~lon, ....'"~ of
ERCN~:i.'\fe C:O_i..~tAe, pUt etlalU1u • u.te%a Dbtl'ict

l
I '

~&ta Are. COlIDI\WIit.y f~atu. Dir.~~ and. JYlistaAt C'oordia.'to~ o~ rift. Azta
~~Ocluet1on..

:\

f,p~ta CCIIIID\lM.t.y aoap1t.al ArmuaJ. C-.pUID CODit.t••, l!5UIber .
j ~

aur-dren.'- Kiracle )r.tv~Jc 'telethon c0:J':O%'ate!loUcl of J)iz:.~o~., p••~ eturlruA
I

b~.ta tooDO!I1e DeyelO.DllIent loard, pas, pz••1dCJa't
. 1 .
~..tex eh~ ot C=-"%ee and lftcNai2y, Zd.ueat1on comattot••" part ~1qall

1

Kaa+e1a ChaaDer of eo.teree. put Dire«os-

i

rrt)~.s~iOhal KeIlbe,r.h1p.:
i

~c.u Society of C:o~.Z'4t.e Secret..1t., c:unzlUy aemug on Qc.c".J~i~ COlllll1tt.e.
&8 ",ce Pr••ident aM. SeCZ'et"Y Of the I!U.d.A~l_'tls eb.aphZ"

\ .
~e~rlvBUi. %clephone as8oclation, ~~e% - Le,~.l~~tV8 Affair. Coaai:t••

!he 'enuY1Yafti.a Soc:i.~y
\
\ .

so~1;1 ~.r8bips:
1. .

~an~.t.~ COUnt~ Club
1

ll_ultOI:L cl,* of' ~G.,~r
'I
I

Hea.~Y CeUA~Z"Y Clgb

Long ~0V8 club, South caro~~na


